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Ruff, director of NC CAP. “They 
have strong partnerships with 
neighborhoods, schools, and other 
community organizations. In 
2015, GEP had 100 percent parent 
participation at its events. This 
shows that afterschool programs 
can engage parents at a time that is 
convenient and can meet their 
needs for engagement in their 
children’s academic and social 
growth.” 
 
The Gala Awards, held at Raleigh 
Marriott Center City, was part of 
NC CAP’s three-day Synergy 
Conference that brings afterschool 
and extended learning providers 
and supporters together for 
training and sharing of best 
practices.  
 
NC CAP serves as the 
comprehensive, statewide network 
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of afterschool stakeholders in 
North Carolina. It brings state 
agencies, state and local 
policymakers, afterschool 
providers and the private sector 
together to increase access to high-
quality afterschool programs for 
all children and youth in North 
Carolina. 
 
NC CAP is an extension of the 
Public School Forum of North 
Carolina, a non-profit policy think 
tank formed in 1985 to bring 
business people, policymakers and 
educators together to focus on 
educational innovations and 
research. Its mission is “to shape a 
world-class public school 
education that supports all 
children in reaching their full 
potential and drives a vibrant 
North Carolina economy.” Some 
of the programs affiliated with the 
Forum’s portfolio include the 
North Carolina Institute for 
Education Policymakers, NC CAP 
and the Education Policy 
Fellowship Program. The Forum 
also produces policy reports and 
analyses, including the annual 
North Carolina Local School 
Finance Report. For details on the 
Forum’s work, visit 
www.ncforum.org. For more info 
on NC CAP, visit www.nccap.net. 
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Greater Enrichment Program 
(GEP) was presented the 2016 
Community Program of the Year 
award by North Carolina’s Center 
for Afterschool Programs (NC 
CAP) during the Gala Awards on 
March 22.  
 
“This is such a huge honor for 
Greater Enrichment Program, for 
the staff, but, most importantly, 
for the children and families we 
serve,” said Mike Griffin, GEP 
board chairman. “Our goal has 
always been to provide a safe, 
high-quality program and amazing 
experiences to our children and 
families, and this award is a 
rubber stamp of approval letting 
us know we’ve exceeded our 
goal.” 
 
Competing against more than 
6,000 afterschool programs that 
serve more than 150,00 children in 
North Carolina, GEP received the 
designation based on the quality of 
its educational and cultural 
programming, including 
mentoring, tutoring, STEM 
activities, student engagement, 
academic growth and 
parent/family activities and 
programming. 
 
“GEP has consistently provided 
access to a high quality of 
programming and service to their 
community for 40 years,” said Del 
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GEP Challenges Students to Read Over the Summer 
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To combat the “summer slide,” 
GEP scholars engaged in a 
reading program that 
challenged them to read during 
the summer break. The 
Summer in the City Day Camp 
included both academic and 
cultural enrichment activities as 
well as a challenge to read for 
1,000 minutes within a six-
week time span. Students were 
given weekly incentives, 
including ice cream and school 
supplies, as they tried to reach 
their goals. Students who 
reached the 1,000-minute goal 
received special recognition 
and were invited to a 
celebration of bowling and 
pizza at Spare Time Lanes. 

2

Of the summer camp scholars, 
50 percent achieved the goal, 
which totaled more than 20,000 
minutes of reading.  
 
“Pure enjoyment was brought 
to my eyes as I witnessed the 
children striving to meet their 
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GEP hosted its annual Miss GEP 
Pageant at Steele Creek A.M.E. Zion 
Church on May 21. The pageant is a 
12-week program designed to build 
the self-esteem and confidence of the 
participants. This year’s theme was 
Future Leaders. The entire pageant 
program focused on encouraging 
young ladies to prepare for the future 
through education and citizenship. 
 
Damani Hill was crowned this year’s 
Miss GEP. She is a student at Ashley 
Park who loves reading and 
cheerleading. Damani has already 
decided on the college she would like 
to attend in the future and aspires to 
be a lawyer. Alexis Smith was 
crowned Little Miss GEP. She is 
currently in the fourth grade at 
Thomasboro Academy. 
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reading goal endeavors,” said 
Denise Rice, site director at 
Merry Oaks International 
Academy. 
 
Studies show that young people 
experience a loss in learning 
when they do not engage in 
educational activities during the 
summer. Research over the past 
100 years also shows students 
typically score lower on 
standardized tests at the end of 
the summer break than they do 
on the same tests at the 
beginning of the break. 
 
Students attended the six-week 
day camp at no cost to their 
families. 
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Pageant participants engaged in 
several beauty, self-esteem, 
etiquette and character education 
workshops led by Avis McLean, a 
former runway model who is the 
director of a local non-profit for 
young women. Donna Murrell, a 
national pageant director with more 
than 10 years of experience with 
local, regional and national 
pageants, served as the pageant 
coach. 
 
“I am extremely grateful to Ms. 
Murrell, Ms. McLean and the GEP 
team for all their hard work with 
this pageant,” said Bronica Glover, 
GEP executive director. “This was 
an experience of a lifetime for our 
young ladies.” 
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• Composition books & spiral notebooks  

• Stencils & stamps 

• Notebook & copy (white & color) paper 

• Pencils & mechanical pencils 

• Washable markers 

• 9x12 construction paper 

• White & color poster board 

• Drawing paper & scrapbook paper 

• Dictionaries & thesauruses 

• Calculators 

• Flash Cards: Multiplication, Addition, 
Subtraction, Sight Words & others 

• Clocks for telling time 

• Inflatable globes 

• Atlas (for current year) 

• Crayola Air Dry Model Clay & Play Dough 

• Instant cameras 

• Beads, clasps and wire  

• Tie Dye Kits & white T-shirts 

• Play money & coins 

• Paint for poster boards & fabric 

• Red ribbon & pins for HIV project 

• Scrap fabric for sewing projects 

• Various colors of rectangular table clothes  

• Stickers of all varieties 

• Games, game cards (i.e. Uno & Mancla) 

• Hula Hoops 

• Individual dry erase boards 

• Self-adhesive flip chart paper 

• Carpet squares or floor mats to sit on 

• Educational games for instruction 

• Large white project boards 

• All genres of reading & reference books 
appropriate for K – 6 students 
 

FOOD ITEMS & PRODUCTS 
(Note: Nothing with peanut butter) 

• Individually wrapped, non-refrigerated 
candy, gum, snacks or breakfast food – 
items can be microwavable (i.e. Capri 
Sun, individual cereal boxes, Nutri-Grain 
Bars, cereal bars, popcorn) 

• Paper plates, cups, napkins, bowls, forks 
& spoons 
 

FURNITURE 

• Student-size chairs for computer lab 

• Popcorn machine on wheels 

• Outside storage unit 
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More than 50 employees of 
Foundry Commercial, a full-
service real estate investment 
company, volunteered for a day 
of service at the GEP Merry 
Oaks site this spring. 
Volunteers were paired with 
groups of students to work on 
engineering and science 
activities, including designing 
roller coasters, creating DNA 
helices with candy and 
reenacting the effects of oil 
spills in ocean. GEP students 
engaged in activities to enhance 
their science skills and build 
their confidence and were 
treated to an ice cream sundae 
party at the end of the day. 
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In addition to providing 
volunteers, Foundry 
Commercial also collected and 
donated wish list items to GEP. 
 
“Foundry Commercial’s 
dedication and commitment to 
service is amazing,” said 
Bronica Glover, GEP executive 
director. “I really admire their 
beliefs in giving back to the 
community and appreciate the 
staff taking time out of their 
schedules to volunteer with our 
organization.” 
 
If your business or organization 
is interested in volunteering 
with GEP, call 704.334.8518. 

 
 
 

Productive citizenship and community service are essential to GEP’s 
program offerings. GEP students are required to participate in community 
service projects each quarter. The staff works closely with the GEP Student 
Advisory Board to come up with project ideas. Past projects include food 
drives, penny drives and item collection for domestic violence shelters. 
This spring, students at the Merry Oaks GEP site collected and donated 
125 boxes of pasta to the Loaves & Fishes Food Bank. 
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GEP STAFF 
Executive Director 

Bronica Glover 
Office Manager 
Katy Vasquez 

Financial Manager 
Angie Benjock 

Connect with GEP 
WEBSITE: 

www.gepinc.org 
 

Make A Difference Program 
 

Ø Connect with your Harris 
Teeter VIC Card to #7715 to 
support GEP 

 

Ø Connect your Target Red 
Debit or Credit Card to 
#126414 to support GEP 

 

You can connect on the company 
websites or in the stores 

The Greater 
Enrichment Program 

operates in three 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 

School sites. 
 
• Ashley Park 

Pre-K – 8 School 
 
• Merry Oaks 

International 
Academy 

 
• Thomasboro 

Academy 

 

1. FINANCIALLY CONTRIBUTE. Make a 
general tax-deductible or in-kind 
contribution to GEP. 

  

2. VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME! Mentor a child in 
GEP’s afterschool program. Sign up to be 
a homework or reading buddy. 

 

3. HOST AN EVENT. Invite us to a gathering. 
We can provide ideas and support, 
including guest speakers, DVDs, photo 
exhibits and materials about GEP. 

 

4. PARTNER WITH US. Our partnerships with 
other nonprofits and businesses allow us 
to offer more meaningful, educational, 
cultural and social activities and 
programs for our students. 

41st Annual Fundraising Luncheon 
Wednesday, October 19, 2016 

Noon – 1:30 p.m. 
Fairfield Inn & Suites Charlotte Uptown 

	


