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 For six weeks during the summer 
break, Greater Enrichment Program 
students at Ashley Park Elementary 
and Merry Oaks Elementary 
experienced hands-on STEM learning 
through Super Science Camp. The 
camp, led by Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Schools STEM Specialist Tiffany 
Leonard, was an extension of what 
the students learn during the regular 
school year. STEM education is built 
around real-life issues in the world 
and offers classes specially designed 
in the areas of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics. 

 The six-week program gave GEP 
students full access to technology, 
including laptops, digital cameras and 
smart boards. During the first three 
weeks of the camp, GEP students 
focused on the North Carolina 
Common Core Standards of forces 
and motion, energy and robotics. 

 They participated in field trips to 
Duke Energy’s EnergyExplorium and 
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the Blue Planet Water Environmental 
Center for more tangible learning. At 
the EnergyExplorium, the students 
were given a virtual tour of McGuire 
Nuclear Station and learned about the 
environment, weather, electricity and 
the nuclear energy process. For the 
Environmental Center field trip, the 
students gained hands-on knowledge 
about water and waste-water.  

 “This summer’s STEM 
curriculum really engaged our 
campers,” said Tamika Bease, director 
of academic services for GEP. “They 
enjoyed all the hands on learning and 
activities.”  

STEM is a huge part of the 
curriculum at GEP. During the 
regular school year, GEP students 
are engaged in STEM activities 
twice a week through 
partnerships with Time     Warner 
Cable Media Sales, Mad  
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Science of Metrolina and CMS STEM 
staff. 
 Students who participated in the 
summer camp also were participants 
in the GEP Young Achievers Science 
Club during the 2012 – 2013 school 
year. This summer’s camp was made 
possible by a grant from the 
Foundation of the Carolinas. 
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 Through a partnership with the 
Until Foundation and the 
Professional Golfers’ Association 
(PGA) Junior League, Greater 
Enrichment Program was able to 
provide a six-week golf scholarship 
to students.   

The program kicked off in May 
and ran through July. Students met 
on Monday evenings at the Sunset 
Hills Golf Club where PGA Junior 
League volunteers worked with 
them on their golf skills. For some 
GEP students, this was a once-in-a-
lifetime experience. 

“These types of opportunities 
don’t come very often,” said 
Bronica Glover, GEP executive 
director. “So we look for programs 
like this one that exposes our 
children to opportunities that will 
enhance their lives, build their self-
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esteem and prepare them for the 
future.” 

“I am not interested in 
basketball and football,” said a 
sixth grade GEP participant. “I 
like learning golf and want to 
play in a golf league some day.” 

The PGA Junior League Golf 
is designed to better socialize the 
game for boys and girls, ages 13 
and under. The UNTIL Foundation 
focuses on the safety, growth and 
well-being of children living in 
foster care and older adults through 
connection and an inner foundation 
of healthy self-image and 
empowerment. 

Because of the popularity, GEP 
wants to expand the golf program 
next year and offer it to even more 
students. 
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 The teachers and staff at Palisades 
Episcopal School (PES) have been 
very committed to GEP this year. 
During the critical EOG prep time, 
PES teachers volunteered three times 
a week to work on a special VIP 
tutoring program with GEP students 
at Bruns Elementary. 

 The teachers worked with 
students on literacy and math 
curricula. In addition to the tutoring, 
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PES staff donated books to the GEP 
library and provided a professional 
development workshop on effective 
teaching strategies to the entire GEP 
staff. 

 “I am so grateful to the PES 
teachers who volunteered at my site,” 
said Phillip Jackman, Bruns 
Elementary GEP site director. “After 
working in their own classrooms 

3

during the day, they still kept their 
commitment to GEP and drove across 
town to work with our students.” 

A similar collaboration was started 
back in March with the Thomasboro 
GEP Site. PES staff also collaborated 
with Thomasboro GEP staff to create 
a special pen pal program between 
non-GEP and GEP Thomasboro 
students.  
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GEP WISH LIST 

• Composition books or spiral notebooks 
for Journaling 

• Stencils and stamps for writing 
activities 

• Notebook paper 
• Pencils 
• Washable markers 
• Different colors in regular size 

construction paper 
• White and color poster board 
• Drawing paper 
• Scrapbook paper 
• Dictionaries 
• Thesauruses 
• Calculators 
• Flash Cards: Multiplication, Addition, 

Subtraction, Sight Words and others 
• Clocks for telling time 
• Inflatable globes 
• Atlas (2013) 
• Crayola Air Dry Model Clay 
• Play Dough 
• Instant cameras for photography club 

activities 
• Beads, clasps and wire for making 

jewelry and entrepreneurial club 
activities 

• Tie Dye Kits 
• White T-shirts 
• Play money and coins for money 

management activities 
• Paint for poster boards and fabric 
• Red ribbon and pins for HIV project 
• Scrap fabric for sewing projects 
• Various colors of rectangular table 

cloths for program site activities and 
projects 

• Stickers of all varieties 
• Games, game cards like UNO and 

Mancla 
• Hula Hoops 
• Individual dry erase boards 
• Self adhesive flip chart paper 
• Copy paper (white and color) 
• Carpet squares or floor mats to sit on 
• Mechanical pencils 
• Educational games for individual or 

group instruction. Staff can make 
recommendations. Leap Frog is a 
preferred brand. 

• Large white project boards 
• All genres of reading and reference 

books appropriate for K-6 grade 
students 

FOOD ITEMS AND PRODUCTS 
(Note: Nothing with peanut butter) 
• Capri Sun – Sunrise drinks 
• Individual cereal boxes 
• Nutri-Grain Bars 
• Cereal bars 
• Any other individually wrapped, non-

refrigerated snack or breakfast food – 
items can be microwavable 

• Popcorn 
• Individually wrapped candy and gum 
• Paper plates, cups, napkins, bowls, 

forks and spoons 

FURNITURE 
• Student-size chairs for computer lab 
• Popcorn machine on wheels 
• Outside Storage Unit 
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 This summer GEP 
students participated in 
a six-week financial 
literacy program 
facilitated by Wells 
Fargo representatives 
Jonathan Perez, 
Eastland Mall branch 
manager, and Yolanda 
Brunson, a Wells Fargo 
district manager.  

During the sessions, 
the students were 
introduced to banking 
terminology and careers 
and learned about the 
importance of being 
responsible with their 
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own money. After each 
session, the students 
would have in-depth 
conversations about 
saving for college. 

 “I was amazed at 
how much information 
the students retained,” 
said Todd Jackman, a 
GEP summer camp 
instructor.  

 The students 
completed the six-week 
session with a tour of a 
Wells Fargo branch.  

 “I loved going into 
the vaults,” said 
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Natavion McCommons, 
a fifth grade GEP 
student. 

 “This was an 
exceptional program that 
will help our scholars 
and their families,” said 
Denise Rice, GEP 
summer camp director. 
“We are so thankful to 
Wells Fargo for their 
commitment to GEP and 
our community.”  
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 On July 8, GEP 
students embarked on a 
summer adventure that 
they will never forget. 
St. John’s Episcopal 
Church sponsored 50 
GEP students to spend a 
week at the sleep away 
camp, Camp Kanuga in 
Hendersonville, N.C.  

St. John’s has 
provided this special 
gift to GEP for more 
than a decade. 
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 Students who 
participate in the camp 
are selected based on 
good character, 
sportsmanship and good 
behavior during the 
school year.  

Tangella Stephens, 
site director at Ashley 
Park Elementary, has 
volunteered as a 
chaperone for more than 
three years. 
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“If not for GEP and 
St. John’s, these children 
would probably never 
get an opportunity like 
this,” said Stephens. 
“Allowing them to get 
out of their environment 
to experience nature and 
the outdoors gives them 
a sense of peace and 
builds their confidence. 
We are so grateful to St. 
John’s Episcopal for 
providing our students 
with this opportunity.” 
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The Greater 
Enrichment Program 

operates in four 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
School sites and one 

community site. 
 

• Ashley Park Elementary 
School 

• Merry Oaks Elementary 
School 

• Thomasboro Elementary 
School 

GEP STAFF 
Executive Director 

Bronica Glover 
Office Manager 
Katy Vasquez 

Financial Manager 
Angie Benjock 

Director of Academic Services 
Tamika Bease 

Director of Programs 
Shereene Hill-Veal 

Connect with GEP 
WEBSITE: 

www.gepinc.org 
 

 

Make A Difference Program 

u Connect your Harris Teeter 
Rewards Card to #7715 to 
support GEP 

u Connect your Target Credit 
Card to #126414 to support 
GEP 

You can connect on the company 
website online or in the store 

Charlotte Plaza Hotel 
201 South McDowell Street 

Call 704.334.8515 for ticket 
and sponsor information 


