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receive personal 
recommendations from their 
teachers. All of the 
contestants participated in a 
series of eight workshops that 
focused on various topics, 
including self-esteem, healthy 
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choices and career 
exploration. Contestants also 
learned pageantry skills, 
including runway walking 
and voice projection.  

“To see the transformation of 
these young ladies was so 
gratifying,” said Tangella 
Stephens, the event 
chairperson and a GEP site 
coordinator. “This program 
inspires them to be leaders 
and makes each of them feel 
good about herself.” 

Miss GEP will serve as the 
student ambassador for the 
program for the upcoming 
school year.  
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Greater Enrichment Program 
hosted its seventh annual 
Miss GEP Pageant at Steele 
Creek A.M.E. Zion Church 
on May 21, 2017, where 
Betiel Tecleberhan was 
crowned as this year’s queen. 
Betiel is a fifth grade student 
at Merry Oaks Academy. 

The Miss GEP Pageant was 
developed to help build girls’ 
self-esteem and encourage 
them to be positive role 
models in their schools and 
communities.  

To compete in the pageant, 
interested girls went through 
an application process where 
they had to write essays and 
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COLLABORATES WITH COMMUNITY SCHOOL OF THE ARTS 
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GEP collaborated with 
Community School of the 
Arts this spring to host a 
weekly art program at the 
Merry Oaks Academy 
site. GEP students 
engaged in weekly art 
classes focused on art 
history and art techniques. 
Instructors at the program 
also taught the students to 
think critically and 
creatively and how to effectively 
express themselves.  
 
At the end of the program, an art 
show was held to showcase the 
students’ work. Denise Rice, site 
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coordinator, said the students 
were very proud to have their 
work displayed. 
 
For the students, the program 
increased interest in visual arts 
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This summer GEP kicked 
off a new six-week summer 
program for students who 
have aged out of the GEP 
summer camp. The program 
was specifically designed for 
middle/high school students 
in seventh through ninth 
grades and included service 
projects and leadership and 
life skills training.  
 
“The summer months are 
extremely challenging for 
students in this age group,” said 
Okima Blanks, GEP LIT 
coordinator. “They are too old 
for traditional camps and not old 
enough to be employed. This 
special program for GEP alumni 
now provides real job 
experiences to the students 
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while allowing them to serve as 
positive role models to younger 
campers.” 
 
The program also helped students 
earn community service hours 
required by their middle and high 
schools. In addition to working with 
a group of campers each day and 
serving as an assistant, LIT students 
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also visited local colleges, 
participated in career 
exploration, worked on 
personal goals, engaged in 
bonding activities to build 
better relationships with 
peers, and developed a 
positive support network for 
each other, which is critical 
during the teen years. 
 

Each LIT participant received a 
certificate of completion, official 
community service letter and 
special incentive for the hard 
work and dedication displayed 
during the six weeks. 
 
Project LIT is funded by a 
special grant from Compass 
Group. 

LEADERS IN TRAINING MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER PROGRAM 
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and increased confidence in 
the students who participated. 
 
“Greater Enrichment Program 
is very grateful for this 
collaboration with 
Community School of the 
Arts and for the opportunity 
to offer an additional art 
program to our students,” said 
Bronica Glover, GEP 
executive director. “We look 

forward to continuing our 
partnership during the upcoming 
school year.” 
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• Composition books & spiral notebooks  

• Stencils & stamps 

• Notebook & copy (white & color) paper 

• Pencils & mechanical pencils 

• Washable markers 

• 9x12 construction paper 

• White & color poster board 

• Drawing paper & scrapbook paper 

• Dictionaries & thesauruses 

• Calculators 

• Flash Cards: Multiplication, Addition, 
Subtraction, Sight Words & others 

• Clocks for telling time 

• Inflatable globes 

• Atlas (for current year) 

• Crayola Air Dry Model Clay & Play Dough 

• Instant cameras 

• Beads, clasps and wire  

• Tie Dye Kits & white T-shirts 

• Play money & coins 

• Paint for poster boards & fabric 

• Red ribbon & pins for HIV project 

• Scrap fabric for sewing projects 

• Various colors of rectangular table clothes  

• Stickers of all varieties 

• Games, game cards (i.e. Uno & Mancla) 

• Hula Hoops 

• Individual dry erase boards 

• Self-adhesive flip chart paper 

• Carpet squares or floor mats to sit on 

• Educational games for instruction 

• Large white project boards 

• All genres of reading & reference books 
appropriate for K – 6 students 
 

FOOD ITEMS & PRODUCTS 
(Note: Nothing with peanut butter) 

• Individually wrapped, non-refrigerated 
candy, gum, snacks or breakfast food – 
items can be microwavable (i.e. Capri 
Sun, individual cereal boxes, Nutri-Grain 
Bars, cereal bars, popcorn) 

• Paper plates, cups, napkins, bowls, forks 
& spoons 
 

FURNITURE 

• Student-size chairs for computer lab 

• Popcorn machine on wheels 

• Outside storage unit 

 
 
 

GEP students engaged in a variety of tennis programming during the 2016-
2017 school year. The N.C. Tennis Foundation, Charlotte Tennis 
Association and the U.S. Tennis Association provide staff training, 
curriculum and hands-on programming to GEP students. The GEP tennis 
program has exposed students to a sport in which they are unfamiliar. “The 
students really enjoy playing tennis,” said Bronica Glover. “And, they have 
benefited from the teamwork and sportsmanship it teaches.” Health and 
fitness are focus areas for GEP programming where students engage in 30 
minutes of outdoor activities each day, including golf, lacrosse, yoga and 
Brazilian martial arts. 
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Dhe’Monie Teague is a rising 
ninth grader who will attend 
Phillip O’Berry High School in 
the fall. She began GEP in first 
grade and has attended every 
year. 
 
Dhemonie recently was 
recognized as Project L.I.F.T.’s 
Bounce Scholar of the Week 
and was featured, along with her 
favorite teacher, on WBTV 
News. She also received the 
Excellence in Youth Award 
from the Charlotte Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc., during its 2017 
May Week celebration. 
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Dhe’Monie began GEP in first 
grade. She loves sports, 
drawing, and playing the drums 
and guitar. She played 
basketball, volleyball and soccer 
while she attended Ashley Park 
Academy and was captain of the 
basketball team. While playing 
sports, Dhe’Monie maintained 
an A/B average. Her favorite 
subjects are science and math 
and she enjoyed participating in 
STEAM Saturday at Ashley 
Park while she was a student. 
 
Dhe’Monie is a rising ninth 
grader and will attend Phillip 
O’Berry Academy this year. 

• 100 % of teachers believe having GEP at their school is 
beneficial to their students 

• 100% of GEP students enjoyed coming to GEP each day 

• 100% of GEP parents would recommend GEP to other parents 
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GEP STAFF 
Executive Director 

Bronica Glover 
Office Manager 
Katy Vasquez 

Financial Manager 
Angie Benjock 

Connect with GEP 
WEBSITE: 

www.gepinc.org 
 

Make A Difference Program 
 

Ø Connect with your Harris 
Teeter VIC Card to #7715 to 
support GEP 

 

Ø Connect your Target Red 
Debit or Credit Card to 
#126414 to support GEP 

 

You can connect on the company 
websites or in the stores 

The Greater 
Enrichment Program 

serves in three 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 

School sites. 
 
Ashley Park Pre-K – 

8 School 
 

Merry Oaks 
International 

Academy 
 

Thomasboro 
Academy 

42nd Annual Fundraising Luncheon 
Wednesday, October 18, 2017 

Noon – 1:30 p.m. 
Fairfield Inn & Suites Charlotte Uptown 

Guest Speaker 
Barry White, Jr. 

Barry White, Jr., is a fifth 
grade English teacher at 
Ashley Park who has 
become a social media 
sensation for his 
elaborate, personalized 
handshakes. Dedicated to 

making each student feel special, White 
creates handshakes with custom moves 
inspired by each of his students’ 
personalities. He appeared on NBC’s 
TODAY! show in February and created a 
personalized handshake for each 
anchor/host, including Matt Lauer, Al 
Roker, Carson Daly and Hoda Kotb. 

	


