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opportunity to spend time with and 
celebrate the special relationship 
between them and the significant 
male figure, such as a grandfather, 
uncle or godfather, in their lives. 

 “Many of the young girls who 
attend the program have never 
heard of or attended a father 
daughter dance,” said Denice Rice, 
Merry Oaks site director. “For 
some, this was their first 
experience and it is a GEP 
experience that they will cherish 
forever.” 

 Rice also said the dance gives 
the girls a chance to get dressed up 
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 On May 3, girls enrolled in 
GEP got a chance to dress in their 
Sunday best and dance the night 
away with the male figure in their 
lives. GEP hosted its fourth annual 
Father Daughter dance at Merry 
Oaks Elementary School, where 
the young ladies and their favorite 
guys were treated to a fun “Night 
in Paris” with music, dancing, 
food and fun. 

 For many of the young women 
in GEP, a single parent home is 
the common environment. They 
have few encouraging experiences 
with positive male role models. 
GEP’s goal is to recognize the 
positive relationships that do exist. 
This dance gives the ladies an 
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and look pretty. “This dance 
makes them feel like little 
princesses,” said Rice. “Every 
year, it boosts their self-esteem 
tremendously making them feel 
really good about themselves.”  
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has going on – caring for her husband 
and four grandchildren and going to 
school – she still finds time to 
commit to us at GEP.” 
 
 Stephens also said Mrs. Edwards 
attends every event GEP has as well 
as any CMS-sponsored events on 
behalf of Ashley Park’s GEP 
Advisory Board. 
 
 GEP Executive Director Bronica 
Glover said Mrs. Edwards is a strong 
leader and role model whom parents 
in the program look at as an 
inspiration. 
 
 “She is a very committed and 
supportive parent who will go to the 
ends of the earth for GEP,” said 
Glover. “I don’t know what more you 
can ask for in a volunteer.” 
 
 Mrs. Edwards said that since her 
grandchildren have been in GEP, they 
have grown and come out of their 
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At this year’s GEP 
Family Fun and 
Community Resource 
Day, more than 300 
families enjoyed a day of 
fun, free food and 
entertainment while 
learning about available 
health, educational and 
social resources in the 
area. Families were able to 
get valuable information 
from 30 businesses and 
organizations, including 
Johnson C. Smith’s 
Metropolitan College, 
Walgreens and Smile 
Starters. Carolinas Care 
Partnership also provided 
free, on-site HIV testing 
during the event. 

While parents explored 
resources and shopped at a 
yard sale hosted by the 
Ashley Park GEP Parent 
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shells. She said they love to interact 
with the other children at GEP. 
 
 She also said that what she’s 
learned from her experience as a 
parent volunteer at GEP is that you 
have to interact with each child 
differently. 
 
 “They just want someone to be 
kind to them and love on them,” 
she said. 
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Advisory Board, kids were 
entertained in the kid zone. 
They were able to 
participate in sack races, 
arts and crafts, face 
painting and a tennis 
clinic. The GEP 
cheerleaders also made an 
appearance at the event. 

 
GEP Executive 

Director Bronica Glover 
said family engagement is 
an important part of GEP. 
She also said an important 
goal is sharing with GEP 
parents the many resources 
in the community at their 
disposal. 

 
“ Our motto, ‘Child 

Focused Family Centered,’ 
shows our commitment to 
servicing the entire 
family,” she said. “We 
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want to provide 
opportunities for positive 
interaction between our 
students and their families 
while placing information 
to other resources at their 
fingertips.” 
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Stephanie Edwards is the chair of 
the Ashley Park Parent Advisory 
Board. Mrs. Edwards is the primary 
caregiver to her four grandchildren 
and has been involved with GEP 
since she enrolled the children five 
years ago. 
 
 Mrs. Edwards is very committed 
to GEP, completing her required 
volunteer hours within weeks of the 
program starting this year. She 
spends most of her afternoons 
assisting in a classroom. She also 
leads the creative arts club on Fun 
Fridays and provides so much 
ongoing support to the GEP staff. 
During the 2012-2013 school year, 
she completed more than 100 
volunteer hours at the Ashley Park 
site. 
 
 “Mrs. Edwards is a jewel, and my 
staff and students love her,” said 
Tangella Stephens, Ashley Park site 
director. “With all of the things she 
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GEP WISH LIST 

• Composition books or spiral notebooks 
for Journaling 

• Stencils and stamps for writing 
activities 

• Notebook paper 
• Pencils 
• Washable markers 
• Different colors in regular size 

construction paper 
• White and color poster board 
• Drawing paper 
• Scrapbook paper 
• Dictionaries 
• Thesauruses 
• Calculators 
• Flash Cards: Multiplication, Addition, 

Subtraction, Sight Words and others 
• Clocks for telling time 
• Inflatable globes 
• Atlas (2013) 
• Crayola Air Dry Model Clay 
• Play Dough 
• Instant cameras for photography club 

activities 
• Beads, clasps and wire for making 

jewelry and entrepreneurial club 
activities 

• Tie Dye Kits 
• White T-shirts 
• Play money and coins for money 

management activities 
• Paint for poster boards and fabric 
• Red ribbon and pins for HIV project 
• Scrap fabric for sewing projects 
• Various colors of rectangular table 

cloths for program site activities and 
projects 

• Stickers of all varieties 
• Games, game cards like UNO and 

Mancla 
• Hula Hoops 
• Individual dry erase boards 
• Self adhesive flip chart paper 
• Copy paper (white and color) 
• Carpet squares or floor mats to sit on 
• Mechanical pencils 
• Educational games for individual or 

group instruction. Staff can make 
recommendations. Leap Frog is a 
preferred brand. 

• Large white project boards 
• All genres of reading and reference 

books appropriate for K-6 grade 
students 

FOOD ITEMS AND PRODUCTS 
(Note: Nothing with peanut butter) 
• Capri Sun – Sunrise drinks 
• Individual cereal boxes 
• Nutri-Grain Bars 
• Cereal bars 
• Any other individually wrapped, non-

refrigerated snack or breakfast food – 
items can be microwavable 

• Popcorn 
• Individually wrapped candy and gum 
• Paper plates, cups, napkins, bowls, 

forks and spoons 

FURNITURE 
• Student-size chairs for computer lab 
• Popcorn machine on wheels 
• Outside Storage Unit 
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Chicktime is a 
grassroots movement 
meant to support and 
encourage young women 
to live on the wild side, 
pursuing their passions 
with gusto. Each 
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Chicktime chapter partners 
with local charities to 
complete 12 monthly 
workshops. In each 
workshop, the activity 
leader identifies her gift – 
something she loves to do 
– and turns it into an 
activity appropriate for the 
charity participants. 

 The Charlotte chapter 
currently is collaborating 
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with the GEP site at Bruns. 
Each month, the group has 
worked with K-2 students 
on self-esteem. 

 “The girls really look 
forward to Chicktime each 
month,” said Phillip 
Jackman, Bruns site 
Director. “They have fun 
while learning to be 
independent young 
women.” 
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 Volunteerism plays a 
critical role in the Greater 
Enrichment Program. It is 
not only relied on for the 
success of our program, 
but it also is taught to our 
students and their parents.  

We have been blessed 
with several successful 
volunteer collaborations 
during the 2012-2013 
school year. UNC-
Charlotte, Central 
Piedmont Community 
College, Chicktime, 
Palisades Episcopal 
School, Time Warner 
Cable Media Sales, Hands 
On Charlotte and the 
Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Schools Internship 
Program volunteer 
commitment impacted 
GEP immensely.  

Seeing positive role 
models dedicating their 
time affects the character 
of our students. 
Community service is 
reinforced to our students 
daily and projects are 
coordinated for them 
throughout the year. 

 The GEP parent 
volunteer program is a 
successful parent 
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engagement component. 
During parent orientation, 
all parents sign an 
agreement to give at least 
20 hours of service to the 
program each year. Several 
opportunities are provided 
for the parents, including 
helping out at the after 
school sites, setting up for 
events and family nights, 
chaperoning field trips and 
listening to students read.  

This year we had 
several parents to complete 
more than 100 hours of 
service. When students see 
their parents volunteering 
with our program, it builds 
their self-esteem and 
reaffirms how important 
school and after school are 
to their success. 

 Many of our school 
partner sites struggle with 
parent engagement. We 
work with our schools to 
overcome this challenge. 
When parents come to a 
school conference, school 
program or event, or have 
lunch with their child, the 
time is not only logged as 
CMS volunteer hours but it 
is logged as GEP volunteer 
hours as well. By doing 
this, we have strengthened 
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the partnerships with our 
schools. We also are 
showing parents we are all 
in this together and that 
both the school and GEP 
want their children to 
succeed. 

 GEP is looking to grow 
our volunteer 
collaborations this year. 
Our goal is to have at least 
5,000 volunteer hours from 
the community and to have 
more than 75% of our 
parents complete their 
volunteer commitment by 
the end of the 2013-2014 
school year. 

 If you are an individual 
or have a group interested 
in volunteering with GEP, 
please contact our Director 
of Academic Services 
Tamika Bease at 
704.334.8518. 
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The Greater Enrichment 
Program operates in four 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
School sites and one 

community site. 

• Ashley Park Elementary 
School 

• Bruns Elementary School 

• Merry Oaks Elementary School 

• Thomasboro Elementary 
School 

• Wallace Pruitt Recreation 
Center 

GEP STAFF 
Executive Director 

Bronica Glover 
Office Manager 
Katy Vasquez 

Financial Manager 
Angie Benjock 

Director of Academic Services 
Tamika Bease 

Director of Programs 
Shereene Hill-Veal 

Connect with GEP 
WEBSITE: 

www.gepinc.org 
 

 

Make A Difference Program 

u Connect your Harris Teeter 
Rewards Card to #7715 to 
support GEP 

u Connect your Target Credit 
Card to #126414 to support 
GEP 

You can connect on the company 
website online or in the store 

For info on upcoming events, call 704.334.8518 
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 Greater Enrichment 
Program is excited about 
the new collaboration with 
PlaySpanish, a local 
company that teaches 
foreign language 
workshops to elementary-
aged children. In addition 
to teaching Spanish, 
PlaySpanish also has 
language instruction in 
German, Japanese and 
Arabic. 

 Through the 
collaboration, GEP 
selected second graders to 
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participate in an eight-
week language workshop 
that has introduced them 
to the various languages. 


