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 Greater Enrichment Program 
hosted its fourth annual Miss GEP 
Pageant on May 31, 2014, where Miss 
Toni Teah was crowned as this year’s 
queen. 

 

Toni is a rising sixth grader who 
attends GEP at the Ashley Park site. 
She has been enrolled in the program 
for four years and loves to sing and 
perform on stage. So, there’s no 
surprise why she also won the Miss 
Congeniality title in the pageant. 
 Dedrick Russell, WBTV 
education reporter, served as the 
master of ceremony at the event, 
which was packed with parents, GEP 
staff and community supporters. This 
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year’s theme was, “Girls Rule the 
World,” and the pageant showcased 
12 students in third through sixth 
grades. 
 The Miss GEP Pageant was 
developed to help build girls’ self 
esteem and encourage them to be 
positive role models in their schools 
and communities.  
 “Many of the girls who 
participate in our afterschool program 
have low self-esteem,” said Bronica 
Glover, GEP executive director. 
“Before now, they could have never 
imagined themselves on stage in a 
beauty pageant.” 
 Sherrell Howard, pageant coach 
and chairperson for the pageant 
committee, said she’s seen a huge 
transformation in the girls’ attitudes 
while competing in the pageant. “The 
growth that has taken place in these 
girls is amazing,” she said. 
 To compete in the pageant, 
interested girls went through an 
application process and had to receive 
a personal reference from a teacher or 
mentor. All of the contestants 
participated in a series of eight 
workshops that focused on various 
topics, including body image, healthy 
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 Greater Enrichment Program is 
excited to announce that the program 
site at Merry Oaks Elementary has 
achieved 5 Stars on the N.C. School 
Age Environmental Rating Scale. The 
rating scale is designed to assess 
school-age programs for children five 
to 12. It consists of 49 items, 
including six supplementary items for 
programs enrolling children with 
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disabilities. The items are organized 
into seven subscales, including: 

• Space and furnishings 
• Health and safety 
• Activities 
• Interactions 
• Program structure 
• Staff development, and 
• Special needs 

The scale views child development 
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from a comprehensive, or global, 
point of view, examining a wide 
variety of areas that contribute to 
positive child development. 

“GEP is proud of this new 
accomplishment,” said Bronica 
Glover, executive director. “And, we 
look forward to continuing to provide 
a quality program for our students.” 
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eating, bullying and public speaking. 
Contestants also met on Saturdays to 
learn choreographed dances, 
pageantry etiquette and runway 
walking. 
 The winner and first and second 
runners up received trophies and gift 
cards. Every girl who participated in 
the pageant also received a special 
cash gift from Bishop George E. 
Battle, Jr., GEP founder and current 
board member. 
 “The role of Miss GEP is very 
important,” said Bishop Battle. “It 
encompasses all of the qualities of a 
great student and future leader in this 
community.” 
 Miss GEP will serve as the 
student advocate for the program and 
will make her first appearance as the 
mistress of ceremony at the GEP 
Anniversary Luncheon in October. 
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 Because Character Education is 
an essential part of programming, 
GEP collaborated with Soaring 
Higher LLC during the 2013-2014 
school year to offer a special eight-
week youth empowerment program. 
Through the collaboration, weekly 
interactive sessions were conducted 
that focused on a variety of topics, 
including self-esteem, positive 
character values, attitude and body 
language, and bully awareness. (In 
conjunction with the bully 
awareness session, all GEP students 
signed an anti-bullying pledge and 
vowed to take a stand against 
bullying.)  

“The goal of the Soaring Higher 
workshops and programs is to 
provide students with the skills they 
need to understand who they are 
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 Greater Enrichment Program 
teamed up with Teach for America 
(TFA) Charlotte and TFA student 
volunteers from the University of 
Southern California to host an 
alternative spring break project in 
April. The TFA volunteers spent the 
entire week with GEP students at 
both the Ashley Park and 
Thomasboro sites. The volunteers 
provided homework assistance and 
facilitated a special STEM or literacy 
activity each day. 
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  “This experience was a very 
memorable one for both the 
volunteers and students,” said Tracey 
Oliver, director of TFA Corp 
Member Experience. “The students 
were really sad when the volunteers 
completed their last day – they didn’t 
want the program to end.” 

She also said the volunteers found 
the spring break project so purposeful 
that the USC program has requested 
to visit Charlotte again next spring. 

“Greater Enrichment Program 
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staff believes it’s important to expose 
the children to positive role models 
and individuals from diverse 
backgrounds,” said Bronica Glover, 
GEP executive director.  

She said GEP also encourages 
students to participate in community 
service projects and that a new 
service project is facilitated each 
quarter. 

“The TFA project is a great way 
to show the students how important 
community volunteerism is,” she 
said. “It speaks volumes to the 
students when they see people all the 
way from California coming here to 
help them.” 

Teach for America is an 
organization that recruits recent 
college graduates and business 
professionals to teach in urban and 
rural schools. The organization’s 
vision is that all children will have 
the opportunity to attain an excellent 
education. 
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printed materials on the various 
topics were provided to each 
student. 

“I really enjoyed the workshops 
Soaring Higher provided,” said 
Stephanie Edwards, a GEP parent 
and GEP Parent Advisory Council 
member. “I need and want to know 
how to better support my kids.” 

After the eight-week session, the 
students participated in a graduation 
ceremony and were given a 
certificate of completion. 

“I like that there is a culmination 
of the project at the end,” said 
Philip Jackman, GEP site director at 
Thomasboro. “This way, the 
students feel a sense of 
accomplishment and have 
something tangible as a reminder of 
what they learned.” 

Soaring Higher also pr 

2

from inside out,” said Helen Smith, 
Soaring Higher founder. “We want 
to teach children how to be 
comfortable in their own skin 
without excuses.” 

In addition to facilitating the 
weekly sessions to students, 
Soaring Higher also provided 
workshops to GEP parents on the 
same topics so they can support 
their children. Workbooks and other 
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 GEP students at the Ashley Park site 
were surprised with brand new bikes and 
helmets for the holidays. The UNTIL 
Foundation, a not-for-profit organization 
whose mission is to improve the lives of 
children who are in foster care and/or 
underprivileged, presented 80 GEP 
students from the Ashley Park site with 
their very own bikes and helmets at the 
GEP administrative office on December 
14.  Trek Bicycle Corporation 
representatives also were present to 
personally fit the bikes and helmets to 
each child.   
 UNTIL Foundation does not receive 
any government grants and strictly 
operates through personal, individual 
financial contributions, which made the 
bike donations possible.  

“We wanted to give these children 
something they could enjoy, use for 
physical activity and be proud of,” said 
Deborah Edge, UNTIL Foundation 
founder. “Through our generous 
contributions from private donors, we 
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were able to make this possible.” 
 Edge also said her foundation is 
driven to provide and present 
opportunities to underprivileged 
children, to change their lives and to do 
it on a daily basis – a mission that her 
organization and GEP both share. She 
said she was extremely honored to 
partner and work with GEP because of 
all the wonderful things they do for kids. 
 Bishop George E. Battle, Jr., senior 
bishop of the A.M.E. Zion Church and 
founder of GEP, said he was so excited 
about and tremendously pleased with the 
relationship between GEP and UNTIL 
Foundation. 
 “What UNTIL Foundation did for our 
children in the program was absolutely 
amazing and their generosity was 
overwhelming,” he said. “This was one 
of the largest, most generous gifts our 
program has received. This was a huge 
blessing to our children and their 
families during the holiday season.” 
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  Students from GEP were treated to a 
fun-filled trip to the North Pole by way 
of Delta Air Lines at Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport on December 7. 
Upon arrival to the airport, the 
kindergarten through second grade 
students were greeted by dozens of Delta 
employees dressed as elves cheering and 
welcoming them to the ticketing counter. 
A Delta Air Lines choir led the happy 
students through holiday carols as they 
received boarding passes to the magical 
trip to the North Pole.  
 Flight attendants served donuts and 
lemonade to the excited passengers 
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during the 30-minute flight down the 
tarmac. The children arrived at the North 
Pole to a party full of food and Santa 
with a large bag of gifts in tow. 
 Each child was able to tell Santa his 
or her holiday wish and pose with him 
for a photo. 
 “This was an awesome experience 
unlike any our students have had 
before,” said Bronica Glover, executive 
director. “These kids got to eat, sing, 
dance and celebrate the holiday, all while 
getting on a plane – which many of them 
have never, ever been on - to meet Santa 
on his own turf. What an experience!” 

FOUR WAYS TO 
MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE AT 
GEP 

1. Volunteer your time! Mentor 
a child in GEP’s afterschool 
program. Sign up to be a 
homework or reading buddy. 

2. Host an event.  
Invite us to a gathering. We 
can provide ideas and support, 
including guest speakers, 
DVDs, photo exhibits and 
informational materials about 
Greater Enrichment Program. 

3. Financially contribute. 
Make a general tax-deductible 
or in-kind contribution to 
Greater Enrichment Program. 

4. Connect your cards: 
Ø Harris Teeter VIC card to 

#7715 
Ø Target RED Card to 

#126414 
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Aquarium and Mecklenburg 
Recycling Center through the 
collaborations.  
 GEP also has engaged parents 
and families in environmental 
activities. The Parent Advisory 
Council at Ashley Park started a 
community garden this year and 
provides fruits and vegetables to 

the teachers and seniors in the 
neighborhood. Students at the 
Thomasboro site developed a 
recycling program called 
“Wipe Out Waste.” They 
decorated recycling 
containers and distributed 
them to businesses in the 
community. 
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programming that is provided to 
students each week. Additional 
environmental education 
programming is provided through 
collaborations with McDowell 
Nature Preserve and Carolina 
Raptor Center. GEP students went 
fishing at the preserve and took 
field trips to the Concord 
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GEP students had a great 
experience visiting the garden at 
the sustainability village at 
Johnson C. Smith University 
(JCSU). The village is part of 
JCSU’s growing healthy 
communities program and 
includes a garden, composting 
area, two greenhouses and an 
aquaponic system. 
 While at the village, 
students were able to plant 
vegetables and learn how 
the aquaponic system will 
be used to raise 200 pounds 
of tilapia each year.  
 The trip was part of 
GEP’s environmental 
education and STEM 
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GEP WISH LIST 

• Composition books or spiral notebooks 
for Journaling 

• Stencils and stamps for writing 
activities 

• Notebook paper 
• Pencils 
• Washable markers 
• Different colors in regular size 

construction paper 
• White and color poster board 
• Drawing paper 
• Scrapbook paper 
• Dictionaries 
• Thesauruses 
• Calculators 
• Flash Cards: Multiplication, Addition, 

Subtraction, Sight Words and others 
• Clocks for telling time 
• Inflatable globes 
• Atlas (2013) 
• Crayola Air Dry Model Clay 
• Play Dough 
• Instant cameras for photography club 

activities 
• Beads, clasps and wire for making 

jewelry and entrepreneurial club 
activities 

• Tie Dye Kits 
• White T-shirts 
• Play money and coins for money 

management activities 
• Paint for poster boards and fabric 
• Red ribbon and pins for HIV project 
• Scrap fabric for sewing projects 
• Various colors of rectangular table 

cloths for program site activities and 
projects 

• Stickers of all varieties 
• Games, game cards like UNO and 

Mancla 
• Hula Hoops 
• Individual dry erase boards 
• Self adhesive flip chart paper 
• Copy paper (white and color) 
• Carpet squares or floor mats to sit on 
• Mechanical pencils 
• Educational games for individual or 

group instruction. Staff can make 
recommendations. Leap Frog is a 
preferred brand. 

• Large white project boards 
• All genres of reading and reference 

books appropriate for K-6 grade 
students 

FOOD ITEMS AND PRODUCTS 
(Note: Nothing with peanut butter) 
• Capri Sun – Sunrise drinks 
• Individual cereal boxes 
• Nutri-Grain Bars 
• Cereal bars 
• Any other individually wrapped, non-

refrigerated snack or breakfast food – 
items can be microwavable 

• Popcorn 
• Individually wrapped candy and gum 
• Paper plates, cups, napkins, bowls, 

forks and spoons 

FURNITURE 
• Student-size chairs for computer lab 
• Popcorn machine on wheels 
• Outside Storage Unit 
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 GEP students 
competed against three 
local afterschool 
programs in the annual 
GEP Black History 
Quiz Bowl in February. 
 The event was held 
at the Wallace Pruitt 
Recreation Center with 
Terrence Bates, Fox 
News anchor, as the 
emcee. A host of 
community supporters 
served as judges, 
including Maureen 
O’Boyle of WBTV and 
Jonathan Perez, a Wells 
Fargo executive.  
 Students researched 
and learned facts in 
several categories, 
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including African-
American inventions, 
African Americans in 
North Carolina and 
African Americans in 
entertainment. The 
students studied for 
several weeks with 
volunteer coaches who 
helped teach the 
information. 
 For the first time in 
since the bowl started, 
GEP invited other 
afterschool programs to 
participate. This year’s 
teams included Above 
and Beyond Students, 
Charlotte Community 
Services and the Police 
Activities League. The 
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Charlotte Community 
Services team came in 
first place with GEP 
placing second. 
 The bowl was 
designed to teach 
students about the 
impact and contributions 
African Americans have 
made in the world. 
 The winning team 
received a trophy for 
their afterschool 
program and all 
participants received a 
participation certificate 
and backpack full of 
African-American 
literature, posters and 
prizes. 
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 GEP will hold its 
annual anniversary 
luncheon on 
Wednesday, October 22, 
at the Charlotte Plaza 
Hotel at noon. Tim 
Belk, CEO of Belk Inc., 
is the guest speaker. 

This event celebrates 
39 years of service to 
children and families in 
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the Charlotte community 
who are the least able 
and most needy. 

GEP is asking 
supporters to “Get in the 
Game,” attend the 
luncheon and make a 
financial contribution to 
the program. The 
organization is seeking 
corporate sponsorships 
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and individual 
donations. This is GEP’s 
largest fundraiser of the 
year. To make a 
contribution or reserve a 
seat/table at the 
luncheon, call the GEP 
administrative office at 
704.334.8518 or send an 
email to Bronica Glover 
at bglover@gepinc.org. 
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The Greater 
Enrichment Program 

operates in three 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
School sites and one 

community site. 

•Ashley Park Pre-K – 8 
School 

•Merry Oaks 
International 

Academy 
•Thomasboro 

Academy 

GEP STAFF 
Executive Director 

Bronica Glover 
Office Manager 
Katy Vasquez 

Financial Manager 
Angie Benjock 

Director of Academic Services 
Tamika Wilson 

Director of Programs 
Shereene Hill-Veal 

Connect with GEP 
WEBSITE: 

www.gepinc.org 
 

 

Make A Difference Program 

u Connect your Harris Teeter 
Rewards Card to #7715 to 
support GEP 

u Connect your Target Credit 
Card to #126414 to support 
GEP 

You can connect on the company 
website online or in the store 

Charlotte Plaza Hotel 
201 South McDowell Street 

Call 704.334.8518 for ticket 
and sponsor information 

Greater Enrichment Program 
Annual Anniversary Luncheon 


